FKUENIWSE No. 1:1~6, 1997 1

RAMHEN BELRIENOfIEEDE LT
——RIENNDOBPL « BRE - SHTRIE) TR OR%T

The present situation and issues on the Yahagi River and the details

of the establishment of the Toyota Yahagi River Institute
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Summary

The Yahagi River, with the length of the main stream channel being 117 km, the area
of the drainage basin being 1,830 km? and the population along the drainage basin being
1.2 million, is a middle-scale first class river in Japan. The alluvial plain located around
the middle and lower reaches of the Yahagi River is a big agricultural region and is also
a big industrial area of mainly automotive industries. The characteristic feature of this
river is that the flow of the river is completely used for agricultural irrigation, industrial
water supply and for service water supply by construction of many dams. Therefore, the
amount of water flow at the lower stream of this river is very low. Taking forest, river
and ocean into account, the Toyota Yahagi Institute researches and investigates ways to
restore the ecological system of this river whose natural environment is extremely hard

pressed at present.
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