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Mammals in the middle of the Yahagi River
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Summary

Mammals inhabited in the middle of Yahagi River were investigated mainly in
September 1996. We set 4 traps at each 16 sites (5 sites for rural area and 11 sites for
urban area) for 3 nights. We checked and treated the traps everyday. Twenty Apodemus
speciosus, two A. argenteus and two Urotrichus talpoides were caught in total. Overall
catchability of the animals was 12.5% / trap/ night (rural: 16.79%, urban 10.6%).
Catchability and diversity of species caught seemed higher in the rural areas where are
surrounded by forests. Among the urban area, differences of catchability between sites
were very high. These results suggested that the habitats of small mammals are isolated
and fragmented in the urban area. Mustela sibirica and field signs of Nyctereutes
procyonoides and Vulpes vulpes were also observed in the urban area. Networking of
habitats of the mammals is important to conserve their species diversity in the urban

area.
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