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Outline of water balance of the Yahagi River
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Summary

The average rainfall for the year of 1996 in the basin of Yahagi River was about 80%
of that of the normal year, which was the fourth least rainfall since the Yahagi Dam
started its operation. As for monthly rainfall, it rained little in January and February,
much in March, and little again in April and May. As for those of June, July, August and
September, when water is required for the agriculture, it fell lower than that of the
average year. In October and November, it was about the same of the average year, and
in December, it was way above the average. Water was saved for thirty three days, from
May 27 to June 28. The maximum water-saving rate during that time was 50% for
agriculture, 40% for industry and 20% for service water. The minimum poundage of the
dam during water-saving period was 15,700,000m?, and the poundage rate was 31.4%.

Though the amount of inflow fell to 6.77m?/s, there was no big damage.
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As for water usage, the water consumed for agriculture was 295,000,000m? in 11,257ha
(2,620m® per 10a) of the cultivated acreage.

The water consumed for service water was one 104,000,000m?® by the population of
1,350,000 persons (77m?® per one person). The water consumed for industry was
130,000,000m?®, which fell under that of the year before by 5,000,000m?2.

The Yahagi River characterizes in the its high rate of utilization, and the rate of
utilization in 1996 was 55%, while the average rate of utilization is 41.5%. This was the
result of effective utilization of the river without “uselessly wasted water” in the way of
utilization of agriculture, industry and service water by the management and operation
of this year. It was a harder year in securing the amount of flowing water for

maintaining the river and preserving the river environment.

(BEXH)
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