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Concerning the social recognition of the disaster

——distrust held by local residents downstream of the Yahagi Dam——
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Summary

Conflicting viewpoints appeared about flood damage
in the lower reaches of the Yahagi Dam by heavy
rainfall disaster in Tokai district on Sep., 12, 2000.
One viewpoint was “natural disaster statement” asser-
ted by the Ministry of Construction, and the other was
“man-made disaster statement” asserted by local resi-
dents. The Ministry of Construction emphasized ‘sci-
entifically’ significance of existence of the dam from
numerical data, while local residents doubted proper-
ness of operation of the dam experientially. Both
discourses about cause of flood damage were dealt
with and distrust of local residents was discussed in
this report.

There are some problems in the exposition of the
Ministry of Construction, such as exclusion of judg-
ment on properness of operation of the dam, arbitrary
use of numerical data and concealment of inconve-
nient facts. The fundamental of those problems is
asymmetry of positions between administrator and
The dis-
course “person on night duty in the dam was sleeping”

people influenced by the administration.

would express experiential discourse world of the
living as the protest against inerrancy of scientific

discourse world.
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