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Land utilization in the basin of the Yahagi River in Aichi prefecture
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Summary

1) Based on the result of the vegetation survey by the Environmental Agency, land
utilization map was created with the meshes of approximately 1 km X1 km, about the
basin of the Yahagi River within Aichi Prefecture, which occupies most of the whole
basin of the river. The map with average altitude of same area was also made using
the digital map 1 km grid (average elevation), published by Japanese Survey Institute,
Ministry of Construction, Japan.

2) The basin of the Yahagi River within Aichi Prefecture was made up of 1588 meshes,
and 24 kinds of communities (land use patterns) were found. The average altitude
ranged from —1 m to 1121 m.

3) The communities (land use patterns) which emerged most frequently were the
plantations of Cryptomeria japonica or Chamaecyparis obtusa, which occupied one third
of the basin, centered on an average altitude 600-700 m. In the low land area (less than
100 m of an average altitude), rice field weed communities were dominated.

4) Hereafter, the plantation of Cryptomeria japonica or Chamaecyparis obtusa located
near water source, should be forested as a mixed forest type, and the riverside

vegetation and small natural greens in a low altitude should be secured.
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